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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CUELLAR). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
December 5, 2019. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable HENRY 
CUELLAR to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2019, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

AND STILL I RISE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
and still I rise, with my mnemonic 
notes. 

And still I rise, Mr. Speaker. I rise 
because I love my country. And be-
cause I love my country, I do not rise 
with any degree of schadenfreude. I 
take no pleasure in what this House is 
about to do. I am not gleeful. 

I rise because I believe that we must 
do what Dr. King called to our atten-

tion when he said that, on some issues, 
you must do that which is neither safe 
nor politic nor popular. You do it be-
cause conscience tells you it is the 
right thing to do. 

I rise to announce that I believe that 
we are about to do the right thing. And 
I know that we are doing the right 
thing for a multiplicity of reasons, one 
of which is you cannot allow the Chief 
Executive Officer to send a letter of ab-
solute, intractable defiance indicating 
that there will be no level of coopera-
tion with the lawful constitutional 
body that is investigating actions—ac-
tions taken by the President. 

You cannot allow this kind of recal-
citrance to exist, because, if you do, 
there are no guardrails. We cannot 
allow a President to move through the 
land without guardrails. He has to 
know that there are boundaries. 

So I rise to say, today, that this 
House is moving in a historic direction, 
that, when it is written across the 
pages of time that this House took the 
action that I believe it will take, I 
think we will all find that it was the 
right thing to do. 

I rise also to say this: The Constitu-
tion allows a President to be im-
peached more than once. If we impeach 
now or at some time in the near future 
for one issue that we dearly should, 
then we find later that the President 
has other issues that merit impeach-
ment, we can impeach again. There is 
no limit on the number of times. 

I don’t think you do it needlessly. 
Every time I have called it to the at-
tention of this House, there was pur-
pose and reason behind it, and I believe 
that we can do it more than once if it 
becomes necessary. 

I think the Senate ought to act. I 
think the Senate ought to convict. But 
if the Senate does not convict, it does 
not mean that the House is now ham-
strung and cannot move forward again 
with impeachment. 

So I rise with no degree of 
schadenfreude. I rise with love of coun-

try and heart, and I rise understanding 
that Dr. King was eminently correct: 
There are times when we must do that 
which is neither safe nor politic nor 
popular. We do it because it is the right 
thing to do. 

I rise because I believe we are em-
barking upon the right course for this 
House and for our history. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

STEMMING THE TIDE OF OPIOID 
OVERDOSES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, while still more work needs 
to be done to confront our Nation’s 
challenges with opioids, I am pleased 
to report that my home State of North 
Carolina is working to stem the tide 
and has witnessed a drop in opioid 
overdoses. 

In my district, Surry County and its 
healthcare professionals, first respond-
ers, and addiction counselors deserve 
recognition as contributing to the 
county witnessing a drop of over 75 per-
cent in opioid-related emergency room 
visits within the last year. 

This comes as we implement one of 
the most significant bills that Congress 
passed last year, the comprehensive 
SUPPORT for Patients and Commu-
nities Act. 

I helped introduce that legislation 
with bipartisan colleagues, and I am 
glad to report that the bill is achieving 
its goal in stemming the tide of addic-
tion by improving prevention and pub-
lic health efforts, enhancing treatment 
and recovery programs, and providing 
communities more tools in their fight. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, more work needs 
to be done to confront our Nation’s 
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